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The Athenian Mercury. 


Queft. 1. Hat veceffity is there for a 

V Chrifttan that profeffes the 
Faith, and has lived in the neglett of Baptifm, 
both Infant and Elder, fince obliged by Law to 
receive the Sacrament 3 whether be may not re- 
ceive the Sacrament without being baptized. 

Anf. No, Baptifm is a Foundation. Orher 
Foundation can no Man lay; and therefore the 
Eunuch, and the firft Profelytes demonftrated 
their belief,ay being initiated by Baptifm,and 
made members of the Vifible Church ; and 
fo this Perfon muft be, before he can receive 
the Sacrament. 

Queft. 2. Iknowa Young Lady, who has had 
feveral very confiderable offers in reference to 
Marriage, but weighing with great confideration 
the diverfity of Cares and Troubles, that a mar- 
ried State is incumbred with; and confidering the 
Freedom and Eafe, and Quiet of a fingle Life; 
fhe has made a firm Refoluticn against altering 
her Condition, and thereupon {he defires your Opt- 
nion and Advice, howbya Prudent and Difcreet 
Behaviour, fhe may avoid thofe unjust and fevere 
Reproaches, that ufualy attend ihofe who never 
Marry - Anold unmarried Woman being common- 
ly the Feft and [corn of all Company fhe comes into, 
foe is one whom Love could never have any Power or 
Sway over, fo that itis from no dt/appoint ment of 
that fort, that fhe has taken up this Refolution. 

I fhall look upon it as a particular Favour, Gen- 
tlemen, if you will pleafe to give me a [peedy An- 
wer, which wik oblige me 10 be very much an 
bumble Servant to your Society. — | 

Anf. Why truly Madam ( for we fuppofe 
you to be the Lady, you tpeak fo fenfibly of 
ic) we think your Refolution, if made upon 
a cue and impartial Confideration of your 
own Temper and Inclinations, to be very 
brave and exemplary, and it woud be very 
well for thoufands of a contrary Judgment ; 
cou’d they fo think and fo Act ; but People 
gre ufually covetous of Marriage Minutes, and 
are afraid they fhan’t have time enough to be 
unhappy in: There’s only one thing Madam, 
that you feem to havea wrong Notion of, 
we mean the Contempt and Scorn that the 
World ufually has for Old Maids. To this 
we Anfwer, a prudent Carriage towards fuch 
Perfons, as you muft neceflarily converfe 
with, and the avoiding, as much as can be all 
occafions that may bring Reputation into 
Queftion, will certainly fecure you an efteem 
from the Wife and Good of all Parties, and "tis 
not a farthing matter what the Vicious and 
Fools fay of you, their Calumnies are real En- 

comiums revertt. 

In fbort, fecure your Duty to God, your 
Acquaintance, and your Selfs and then nothing 
can injure you. Virgins have a particular 
Prerogative in another Life, ev. 14. and if 
St. Paal may be Judge, have no little advan- 
rages in this. , 
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Queft. 3- Ihave had a kindnefs for a Young 
Gentlewoman a confiderable time, and have madé 
my Addreffes to her, and have got her Confenr, 
and likewife ber Parents, and | bave made a {°. 
lemn Vow never to have any other Woman but 
Self, neither is there any Woman that I cam fan- 
cy but her (though lL have had feveral offers of a 
far greater Fortune ) now'l have difcovered it td 
my Friends, and they are mightily agains? it, in- 
Jomuch that my Father declares, that if Ihave 
her, be will do nothing for me; now I am a Young 
Man just fet up in the World, and my Depen- 
dance must bewry much on him, who (if I de- 
fist from this Woman ) will do well for me, but if 
I Marry ber will do nothing, and if Ihave her 
not [uch is my affettion, that I hall never be at 
rest: I defire your Opinion in this Cafe, as foon 
as youcan, and yow will very much oblige me. 

Anf. You ought not to Marry without 
your Parents Confent, *tis the worft of Felo- 
nies, tho’ we are alfo fatisfied, it is as wicked 
a thing in Parents to force their Children to 
Marry where they can’t Love; many unhap- 
py Inftances we meet with in this laft Cafe, 
and the Word of God forbids the firft : If 
you can't perfwade your Parents, you oughe 
to releafeone another; andif you can’t break 
off your Efteem, tarry a while to fee whac 
time will bring forth; circumftances in the 
World, Death of Friends, or fometimes of 
one of the Parties, will put an end to all 
fuch Difputes. 

Queft. 4. A Lady is troubled about her Re- 
/ponfes in the Church, becaufe, Women are com- 
manded to keep filence in the Church, 1 Cor. 
14. 34. 

 Anf. The Apoftle there, only {peaks of 
Preaching in the Church, as Quaker Wo- 
men do ; and not againft their Joining with 
the Congregation in Refponfes, &c. 

Queft.: '§% What think. you, of Phil. 2. 10. 
That at the Name of Jefus every Knee thou’d 
bow, &c. 

Anf. When we fay, in the Name of God, 
&c. We mean no more than in or thro’ bis 
Power, Might, &c. Thus we believe this paf- 
fage means no more than this, God hath ex- 
alced him above all things, and to his Power 
and Dominion every one fhou’d be fabject ; 
for the bowing of the Knee is a fign of @be- 
dience and Submiffion. This Expofition is 
very fafe, and feems to allude to that Paflage 
of our Saviour, a little before his Afcenfion. 
All Power is given to me, both in Heaven and 
Earth, Wecan’t believe the Apoftle chief- 
ly intended the articulate found, or Name of 
Jefus, nor the bare bowing of the Knee; be- 
caufe the ditlerent ways of Worfhip, Saluta- 
tions, @c.'in all Nations can’t be confin’d to 
this Rule, fome Lye proftrate, fome Kneel, 


fome Bow, fome Sit, to pay and receive 


Honour 


i 
Since there are thoufands now. thae never hear 


Honour and nee nor is it impoffible this 
fhou'd be fulfill'd till the day of Judgment. 


of the Name, and of thoufands that do, ma- 
ny never pay oa} Worthip or Honour to him, 
but the Day will come when the moft obdu- 
rate Atheift and Reprobate fhall fubmic and 
tremble before him: The refpect chat the 
Church pays to the Name is very expreffive 
of their Obedience to him ; and no one can 
err in it, if they don’t believe it an indifpen- 
fible Duty. 

Queft. 6. It is my Misfortune ( if I may [o 
call it) to fix my Affections on a Perfon, whofe 
Circum/ft ances cannot admit of an Addre/s, being 
a Wife, which has made me often endeavour to 
Rifle the Paffion, but Allis in vain: And were it 
not for an Uncertain, or rather imaginary expe- 
Etancy, I fhould fall into Defpair, which I am {a- 
tishied will produce fatal Confeguences. 

Queft. 7. if the Lady may within the Rules 
of Modefty, and with a due refpett te ber own 
Virtue and Honour, make me a Cohditional Pro- 
mife, in Cafe {he fhould furvive her Husband, 
without Breach or Violation of the Vow fhe made 
bimin Marriage. 

Queft. 8. If fuch a Requeft in me be any 
Breach of the Tenth Commandment, it being on- 
ly executory after the Death of ber Husband. 

Anf. The Relation is a very great Folly 
and Wickednefs. A Folly to wait for any 
thing, which morally fpeaking, is two to 
one Odds; whether it happens or not, 
fince our Lover isnot certain, but he, or 
his Miftrefs may one or both Die before the 
Husband; befides ’tis a manifeft Breach of 
the tenth Commandment, and may be of 
very ill Confequence, for if fhe conde- 
{cends to fuch a Conditional Promife, it 
neceflarily follows ( if She’s in Earneft, and 
if in Jet ’tis 2 Poor Remedy ) that it will 
alienate her Affections from_ her lawful 
Husband, and then there’s a Gate open to 
many horrid Practices that don’t now fhew 
themfelves; fuch a Perfon fo continuing muft 
certainly be in a ftate of Damnation ; there- 
fore our Advice is, that he repent himfelf of 
fuch a wicked Folly, and evidence the fince- 
rity of his Repentance, by avoiding all fuch 
opportunities of Converfe, or otherwife, that 
may renew fo'vile a Flame. | 

Queft. 9. 4 Gentleman, by athounfand Oaths 
and Proteftations to a Lady, of bss Unhappinefs 
and Mifery, if {he permitted not bis Paffion, and 
Vowing if fhe granted it, to be Eternally true to, 
and none but hers: She out of gratitude and 
goodne/s, at laft granted it, and return d him a 
refembling one. But this perfidions Man was no 
fooner fure of his Congueft , but be flights, what 
before he adored and dy d for, andnow the Lady 
by too great an Att of Generofity, has removed 
his Misfortune, and fixt it on her Self, being of 
tov conftant a temper to be prevail'd on by fuch an 
Example. 

Query, Whether he can Marry another, and 
if there be any way to reclaim bim, bow it may be 
eff etted ¢ 


Anf. No he cannot Lawfully do it, bue 
that Lady, I doubr, will be no fatisfaction to 
you, for he that can. be bafe enough to betray 
fo much goodnefs, we may without injuftice 
affirm, will never confule his Dury, or Con- 
{cience, ifhe hasany. As for convincing him 
of his Error, we look upon it es impoffible as 
*cwas for him to be conftane ; for ic muft ei- 
ther proceed from a Levity or {ome rea! cif 
like. Therefore you are now bravely to Ke- 
folve and Conquer your Self by Reafon, 
which if you Confulc, you'll undoubtedly find 
more Happinefs in, than any thing elfe can 2f- 
ford you. But if irsonly a Trval, and the 
Gentleman berrer chan he appears to be, “twill 
be no Injuftice to your’Self, nor Him, to make 
your Paffion fubmit to your Reafon. : 

Queft. 10. Vol. 4. Numb. 15. 
Nov. 17: 1691. Rueft. 2. My Friend havine 
&Xc. Whereas you doubt of the matter of Fall. 
and defire more particulars, 1 thought fit to ac- 
quaint you with this, which I am very well per- 
{waded of. Jn Decemb. 1690. A particular 
Friend of mine, a Prebend of Durham, care 
from thence, and told me, that about two or three 
days, more or le/s, before ke came from Durham, 
one Mr, Wilfon a great AcguAint ance of hi wae 
tering his Horfe at the River, by the Rapidiry of 


mr, _ 
ssph al 
l uelday ; 


the Stream, wascarried down ac nfraeravle Wav, 
eight or nine Miless and drowned. His Fforfe 
Swimming out, and coming home all wet, caufed 


diligent fearch to be made all about the River 
( near the City) and aconfiderable Reward ro be 
offered to him that fhould bring tydings of bis Bo- 
dy. About ten days after, afooli{s Fellow crof- 
fing the River, eight or nine Aliles dijtant from 
Durham, fam a faint Light waft about the Ri- 
ver. At the firft, faith be, 1 turned away my 
Face as being frighted, but at laft I took more 
Courage, and marked a little Bufh by the Water 
fide, fo this Mancame toDurham. And faid 
he had feen the Soul of that great Man that was 
Dead, and related every particular. WCUpon this 
Mr, Wilfons Coachman, went and fearch'd 
( with feveral others) and at the laff faw the 
Lappet of his Coat, lye out of the Water, juft by 
the Bufh, The Coachmans Name is john Bow- 
man, who afterward ferved the Lord Bifhop of 
Durham, and may yet for ought J know. My 
Lords Houfe is in Souchampron-ftreer. 

Anf. Weare fatisfied in the Account, and 
believe it to be very Natural, poffibly ic 
might be an Exhalation from the Pody, 
which by that time being grown fermentilci- 
ble and beginning to corrupt, might «mic 
fome unctuous Steams, like thote things we 
call Fack a Lanthorns, &c. Or poflibly it 
might be that very Meteor it felf, which ac- 
cidently coming that way, might by {ome 
{mall contrary blafts of Wind be drove back- 
ward and forward about that place; and ‘twas 
a very natyral thought for a Foo! or a Child 
(who knew the Relation of the drown’d 
Gentleman ) to fuppofe chat Exhalacion to 
be his Soul; and being furpriz‘d ar it, ic was 
impoffible the place fhou’d not be particular- 
ly taken Notice of. 
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